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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

2. HEREWITH FULL TEXT JACK ANDERSON AND LES WHITTEN STORY, 
FRIDAY, JULY 22, WASHPOST HEADLINED "CIA STUDY FINDS SHAH 
INSECURE." 

2. THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HAS COMPILED A DISTURB- 
ING PSYCHOLOGICAL PROFILE OF THE SHAH OF IRAN, WHOM THE 
UNITED STATES IS BUILDING UP TO BE THE GUARDIAN OF ITS 
INTERESTS IN THE PERSIAN GULF. 

3. THIS SECRET STUDY PORTRAYS THE SHAH AS A BRILLIANT 

BUT DANGEROUS MEGALOMANIAC, WHO IS LIKELY TO PURSUE HIS OWN 
AIMS IN DISREGARD OF U.S. INTERESTS. 

4. ALREADY, HE HAS PUSHED HARDER THAN ANY OTHER OIL POTEN- 
TATE FOR STRATOSPHERIC OIL PRICES. YET SECRETARY OF STATE 
HENRY A. KISSINGER HAS OVERLOOKED THE ECONOMIC DAMAGE THIS 
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HAS CAUSED AND HAS COURTED HIM OBSEQUIOUSLY. 

5. WITH HUGE ARMS SHIPMENTS AND TECHNICAL AID, THE UNITED 
STATES IS HELPING THE SHAH TRANSFORM IRAN INTO A WORLD 
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POWER. THE PURPOSE IS TO ASSURE THAT THE FABULOUS OIL 
FIELDS OF THE PERSIAN GULF REMAIN UNDER FRIENDLY DOMINATION. 

6. YET THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY SUGGESTS THAT THE SHAH IS 
AN UNCERTAIN ALLY. HIS DREAMS OF GLORY. APPARENTLY, 

EXCEED HIS ABILITY TO FINANCE THEM. WHEN HIS OIL REVENUES 
RUN OUT IN AN ESTIMATED TWO DECADES, HE MIGHT USE HIS NEW 
MILITARY POWER TO SEIZE SOME NEIGHBORING FIELDS. 

7. ALL OF THIS IS STRONGLY IMPLIED IN THE CIA PROFILE, 

WHICH TRACES THE SHAH'S PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS TO THREE 
SOURCES— (1) AN OVERBEARING FATHER, (2) THE HUMILIATION OF 
SERVING AT FIRST AS A PUPPET RULER, AND (3) HIS INABILITY 
FOR YEARS TO PRODUCE A MALE HEIR TO THE PEACOCK THRONE. 

8. THE SHAH'S FATHER BEGAN HIS CAREER AS AN ILLITERATE 
SOLDIER AND BATTERED HIS WAY TO THE THRONE. POSSESSED 
OF AN EXPLOSIVE COSSACK TEMPERAMENT, HE WAS KNOWN TO 
SLAY DOGS THAT DARED BARK IN HIS PRESENCE, TO HURL 
OFFENDING SUBORDINATES BODILY THROUGH WINDOWS AND TO STRING 
UP ENEMIES BY THEIR HEELS AND KICK IN THEIR TEETH. 

9. HE HAD LITTLE PATIENCE WITH HIS SON, A SICKLY LAD 
GIVEN TO DAY-DREAMING. ONE TIME, THE OLD MAN CAME UPON 
THE BOY STANDING BESIDE A PALACE POOL. THE FATHER ASKED 
THE BOY WHAT HE WAS DOING. 'THINKING," REPLIED THE CROWN 
PRINCE, WHEREUPON HIS FATHER UTTERED A ROARING CURSE AND 
BOOTED HIS HEIR INTO THE POOL. 

10. BY CONTRAST, A TWIN SISTER, PRINCESS ASHRAF, IS A 
FORCEFUL, AGGRESSIVE, VIVACIOUS WOMAN QUICK TO SLAP THE 
FACE OF ANYONE WHO DISPLEASES HER. "IT'S TOO BAD SHE WAS 
NOT THE BOY," THE OLD SHAH USED TO MUSE. 

1 1 . DURING WORLD WAR II, THE ELDER SHAH DEMONSTRATED AN 
UNFORTUNATE PREFERENCE FOR THE NAZIS. THIS ENCOURAGED 
THE BRITISH AND RUSSIANS TO OCCUPY IRAN IN 1941. THEY 
DEPOSED HIM AND DEPOSITED HIS 21-YEAR OLD SON ON THE 
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THRONE. 

12. FOR THE NEXT 12 YEARS, THE YOUNG SHAH WAS NO MORE 
THAN A FIGUREHEAD. HIS MINISTERS, FEARING PERMANENT OCCU- 
PATION BY THE BRITISH AND RUSSIANS, INVITED THE AMERICANS 
IN. U.S. OFFICIALS TEMPORARILY RAN THE COUNTRY WHILE THE 
SHAH SPENT HIS DAYS RIDING HORSES, FLYING PLANES, SPEED- 
ING AROUND IN FAST CARS AND CHASING WOMEN. 

13. BUT ON THE THRONE, HE WAS A WEAK, RETIRING PERSONALI- 
TY. WHEN HIS APPENDIX WAS REMOVED IN THE EARLY 1950'S, 
WESTERNERS IN TEHRAN JOKED THAT "NOW THE SHAH HAS NO 
GUTS AT ALL." 
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14. THE SHAH, ACCORDING TO THE CIA PROFILE, NEVER GOT OVER 
HIS LACK OF ROYAL LINEAGE AND THE IGNOMINY OF BEING A 
PUPPET MONARCH. HIS RESENTMENT TOWARD THE WEST GRADUALLY 
HARDENED IN TO A BITTER DETERMINATION TO "SHOW THEM." 

15. BUT HE WAS STILL A WEAKLING IN THE EARLY 1950S AS 
PREMIER MOHAMMED MOSADEQ GREW IN POWER AND BEGAN LEADING 
IRAN ON A LEFTWARD COURSE. THE SHAH DUCKED OUT ON THE 
SHOWDOWN AND CHARTERED A PLANE FOR ROME. WHILE HE WAS 
SAFELY ENSCONCED IN THE EXCELSIOR HOTEL, THE CIA RESCUED 

HIS THRONE. 

16. THE NEWS WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, ACCORDING TO AN EYE- 
WITNESS ACCOUNT, WHILE HE WAS DINING AT THE EXCELSIOR. THE 
SHAH TURNED PALE AND LOOKED AS IF HE WOULD FAINT. "IN 
THAT CASE," HE FINALLY MURMURED, "THE EMPRESS AND I WILL 
GO HOME AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE." HE RETURNED 12 POUNDS 
LIGHTER, WITH PREMATURELY GRAY HAIR. 

17. ANOTHER PROBLEM THAT PLAGUED THE SHAH FOR TWO DECADES 
WAS HIS FAILURE TO PRODUCE A SON. HIS FIRST MARRIAGE TO 
PRINCESS FAWZIA, SISTER OF EGYPT'S KING FAROUK, WAS 
UNHAPPY. BORN INTO LUXURY, SHE BECAME BORED WITH THE 
PROVINCIAL CITY OF TEHRAN AND LONGED FOR THE SWINGING 
SOCIAL SOIREES OF CAIRO. 

18. WHEN NO SON WAS BORN, ACCORDING TO THE CIA PROFILE, 
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FAWZIA RIDICULED AND HUMILIATED THE SHAH BY ACCUSING HIM 
OF IMPOTENCE. HE DIVORCED HER IN 1948, AFTER NINE YEARS 
OF MARRIAGE. 

19. QUEEN SORAYA, WIFE NO. 2, TRIED FOR SEVEN YEARS TO 
PRODUCE AN HEIR FOR THE SHAH. THE COUPLE FINALLY CHECKED 
INTO NEW YORK'S PRESBYTERIAN MEDICAL CENTER FOR 
EXAMINATION. THEY WERE PRONOUNCED HEALTHY. STILL NO 
SON CAME. IN 1958, THEY WERE DIVORCED. 

20. THE SHAH'S LONG SEARCH FOR A SON ENDED AFTER HE 

MARRIED FARAH DIBA, DAUGHTER OF A WEALTHY IRANIAN. SHE 
GAVE HIM AN HEIR, CROWN PRINCE REZA. 

21. CIA PSYCHOLOGISTS BELIEVE THAT ALL THESE ELEMENTS- 
HIS CRUEL FATHER, HIS YEARS AS A PAWN OF THE WEST, HIS 
UNDISTINGUISHED LINEAGE, HIS FEAR OF IMPOTENCE-CON- 
TRIBUTED TO AN ENORMOUS INFERIORITY COMPLEX. 

22. NOW THIS INSECURE MAN, SHOWERED WITH OIL BILLIONS AND 
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BOLSTERED BY THE UNITED STATES, IS DETERMINED TO SHOW THE 
WORLD, THE PSYCHOLOGISTS SUGGEST. (END TEXT) INGERSOLL 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 26 AUG 1999 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, RESEARCH, QUEEN, TOSEC, PRESS SUMMARIES, SHAH 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 63771 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: PA/M:PDENNIS:JC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D750240-0745 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975071 05/baaaapac. tel 

Line Count: 167 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 JUN 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <16 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: SOPN, IR, CIA, (PAHLAVI, MOHAMMAD REZA), (ANDERSON, JACK), (WHITTEN, LES) 

To: SECRETARY 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



